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 Recently, the Sault Schools lost two very 
important members of the school family. 
Bill Arsenault, who taught and coached 
for the district for many years prior to his 
retirement, passed away while in Florida. 
Joe Dunn, who was still teaching math at 
Sault High, and had coached for many 
years, passed away suddenly. Co-workers 
of both men, along with current and 
former students, mourn the loss of these 
two educators. After their passing, many 
people (both young and old) shared stories 
about the two. The common thread in all 
the stories was that both men had 
dedicated their lives to their families and 
their students. I was not surprised to hear 
the compliments that both men received. 
Comments such as, “I wouldn’t have 
graduated if it hadn’t been for him,” or 
“He was a great teacher,” were repeated 
many times. After hearing these 
comments and reading some of the 
articles in the news lately, it seems that 
too often, teachers do not receive the 
credit they are due. Certainly there are 
times when disagreements over discipline 
and other issues arise that cause stress 
between students/parents and teachers. 
But the number of these incidents is very 
small compared to the number of positive 
things that happen in the district every 
day. I am privileged to walk through each 
of our buildings on a regular basis and see 
for myself the care and compassion that 
our teachers have for their students. And 
when I hear comments like those I heard 
about Bill Arsenault and Joe Dunn over 
the past couple of weeks, I am reminded 
of the significant positive impact teachers 
have on the lives of their students. 

 

 The Board of Education is in the very 
early stages of discussions regarding the 
possibility of seeking voter support to 
make improvements in the district’s 
security and technology. Recent tragedies 
like the one in Newtown, Connecticut 
have led to many discussions about how 
best to improve both the safety procedures 
and security precautions in schools across 
the nation. We too are having these 
discussions. Many have commented that 
exterior door cameras, public address 
systems and the like should no longer be 
considered luxury items when it comes to 
student safety. Improved technology, to 
support both security and student 
achievement, must be included in these 
discussions. The Board will continue to 
work on these matters. Input from the 
community is always important and as the 
Board moves forward, there will be 
opportunities for community members to 
be involved in this process. If readers of 
the Spotlight have questions, I can be 
reached at 635-6609. 

 Congratulations to our boy’s hockey team 
for their outstanding season! By now I’m 
sure you’ve heard that the team made it to 
the state finals before losing 4-2 in the 
championship game. Both coaches and 
players have commented on the great 
support they enjoyed from the community 
during the season and their tournament 
run. It was very exciting for everyone 
involved. We also congratulate our boy’s 
swim team who were UP champions this 
year! They too had a great season. Go 
Blue Devils! 

 

Dr. Tim Hall 

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
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Sault Philharmonic  

Pictured left to right are Sault High seniors 
Isaiah LeBlanc and Josh Scott, both violinists in 
the Sault Symphony Orchestra. Both young men 
performed at St. Luke's Cathedral in Sutton, 
Ontario on February 9, 2013. Isaiah and Josh are 
ranked academically number two and three in 
their class. They are both EUP Principals’ 
Award Recipients and will be recognized for 
their academics. 

Sault Area Career Center Student Youth Organizations Competitions 
 
Competition season is in full swing for our Sault Area Career Center Students!  The Student Youth 
Organizations of Health Occupations of America (HOSA), Business Professionals of America (BPA), Skills 
USA, and Robotics have been busy preparing for and competing in their regional competitions.  Over 175 
students from the Sault Area Career Center competed in a variety of competitions! 
 
Our HOSA students (pictured below) competed at their regional competition in Escanaba and came home with 
all 22 participants qualifying for state competition in Traverse City.  Of those, ten students were medal 
winners!  Students are busy preparing for their next level of competition in April.  Advisor:  Elena Lehocky 
 
BPA took a record number of students to regional competition in Escanaba this year!  Over 90 students 
participated.  Of those, 52 placed in their competitions to qualify for state competition in March in Grand 
Rapids.  Of those 52 
winners, 24 placed in 
multiple competitions.  An 
additional 6 students 
qualified to attend the State 
Leadership conference on 
Torch Awards.  Students 
are looking forward to 
Grand Rapids and 
beyond…Orlando, Florida 
for National Competition in 
May!  Advisors:  Cindy 
Zain, Diane Harrington, 
Heather Suggitt 
 
Twenty Skills USA 
students also competed in 
Escanaba for their regional 
competition.  Students in 
all three areas, Welding, 
Machining and Drafting competed and qualified for State Competition. Two placed in Machining, two in 
Drafting and two in Welding. State competition will be held  April 19 in Grand Rapids.  Advisors:  Abe Zain, 
Greg Rambo, Gary Herschell                  
 
Sault Area Robotics Team 1596 Instigators placed 9th out of 40 teams at their first district competition in 
Traverse City.  They were awarded the Motorola Quality Award which spotlights quality construction and 
design of the robot.  The next event is March 15 and 16 in St. Joseph Michigan.  If they qualify there, they 
will be headed to the state tournament at EMU in April.  Eleven students and three advisors have been busy 
preparing the robot for competition!  Advisors:  Abe Zain, Greg Rambo, Gary Herschell 
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Twenty years and counting for Neil Anderson 
 Neil Anderson just loves to teach. Neil is a former Sault Area Public Schools teacher, who retired in 1993 
after teaching for thirty-two years. Neil taught in the Marquette School system for two years and then moved 
to Sault Ste. Marie and continued his teaching career for another thirty years. Neil taught at Soo Township 
School for thirteen years and also coached football and basketball there. Neil also taught at the old Jr. High on 
Spruce Street and at the Loretto Jr. High building prior to it becoming the Middle School.  

 So why tutor after teaching for thirty-two years? “I retired too early,” Neil said when asked. “I love kids 
and I like to help kids help themselves.” Neil has had many success stories during his twenty years of tutoring 

students. Neil is currently tutoring at Lincoln 
Elementary School where he is working with 
five different teachers in four different grade 
levels.  

 “The Sault Schools have been wonderful 
to my family. Both my wife and I are retired 
teachers, my two children received a great 
education here, my son now teaches at the high 
school and I have four grandchildren currently 
enrolled in the system.” Neil carries a quote in 
his wallet that he feels is important, “We were 
never sent here to be perfect. We were sent 
here to make what difference we can.” 
President B. Obama. 

Neil encourages his former colleagues and 
others to volunteer a few hours a week and 
help in any area they like: academics, 

playground, lunchrooms, or before and after school. Persons interested in volunteering can contact the 
building principals. 

 Three teachers from Lincoln Elementary School have enrolled in an online course offered by the REMC 
Association of Michigan. Blended learning refers to courses that are taught both in the classroom (face-to-
face) and at distance (online) and that use a mix of different strategies such as self-paced, collaborative, or 
inquiry-based study.   

 The Blended Learning in the Classroom course will provide Alexia 
Jarvi, Elisa Solomon, and Kathy Williams training and sustained support to 
transition their classrooms into blended learning environments. Blended 
learning uses online technology to not just supplement, but transform and 
improve the learning process. Successful blended learning occurs when 
technology and teaching inform each other: material becomes dynamic 
when it reaches students of varying learning styles. In other words, hybrid 
classrooms can reach and engage students in a truly customizable way. 
This is blended learning’s real strength: it transforms a largely transmissive 
method of teaching–say, a teacher talking for what feels like an eternity–
into a truly interactive one. It sounds ideal on paper, but does it work? A 
2010 meta-analysis published by the U.S. Department of Education 
suggests it does. According to the report, students exposed to both face-to-
face and online education were more successful than students entirely in 
one camp or the other. 

Blended Learning Coming to Lincoln Classrooms 
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Roy Spencer 
Living in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula we are often reminded of the saying “if 
you don’t like the weather, wait ten minutes.”  There are few places where 
one can experience such quick changes in daily weather and live through 
climate extremes from season to season.  Dr. Roy Spencer, Sault High class of 
’73, was so influenced by our climate that he not only decided to make a 
living studying the weather, he became one of the world’s most renowned 
climatologists. 

 

Before becoming a principal research scientist at the University of Alabama 
in Huntsville in 2001, Dr. Spencer was a senior scientist for climate studies at 
NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center.  While there he received NASA’s 
Exceptional Scientific Achievement Medal for global temperature monitoring 
work with satellites.  Dr. Spencer’s work with NASA continues as the lead 
U.S. scientist on a NASA earth observation instrument carried on the Aqua 
satellite. He has provided congressional testimony several times on the 
subject of global warming and is the author of Climate Confusion, a New 

York Times bestseller, and The Great Global Warming Blunder.  He has also been interviewed on numerous 
national television and radio stations regarding his climate research. 

 

When asked about climate change, Dr. Spencer stated “the 
influence of natural climate variability on recent warming 
trends has seen very little study, partly because we don’t 
understand the causes.  Yes, it is theoretically possible that 
global warming is totally due to carbon dioxide emissions 
from fossil fuel burning, but there are many lines of evidence 
to suggest it is partly natural.  The lack of warming in the last 
15+ years is good evidence that the climate models used to 
predict warming over that time probably have something 
fundamentally wrong.” 

 

Dr. Spencer moved to Sault Ste. Marie in 1969 from 
Bettendorf, Iowa.  “What influenced my career path the most 
was experiencing lake effect snow in the Sault.  After 
deciding computer science was not for me, I realized that 
meteorology was really the only thing I was interested in.  From that point on, I was determined to go as far 
as possible in my education, so that I would have as much control over my own destiny as possible.  Other 
than my wife, the late Fred Day - meteorologist in charge at the Sault Weather Service - was probably the 
most influential person guiding my career path.  Mr. Ed Schultz, former science teacher at Sault High, also 
helped to instill a love of science in me.” 

 

When asked about advice for today’s students pursuing a career in science, Dr. Spencer stresses “creativity, 
good interpersonal skills, and the ability to write well are all important.  In science, questioning everything 
will carry you farther than blindly accepting everything.” 

 

Dr. Spencer and his wife, Doreen (Moon) Spencer, Sault High class of ’76, have two daughters, Jillian of 
Huntsville, Alabama and Christine, of Alameda, California. 
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Andy Stabile 
 

What would it be like to live and work among the stars in Hollywood?  I’m 
sure that thought has crossed many of our minds.  But the nearest we get to 
showbiz is watching movies or television shows from our couches at home, 
or maybe catching some celebrity gossip on Entertainment Tonight or TMZ.  
Sault High alumnus Andy Stabile, however, has made Hollywood a part of 
his daily life.  Andy is an agent for Hollywood’s leading talent agency. 

 

Andy works as a television agent for Creative Artists Agency, a prominent 
entertainment and sports agency headquartered in Los Angeles, California.  
He focuses on non-fiction-based television.   Stabile also represents television 
personalities such as the Emmy Award winning Food Network star and Top 
Chef Masters runner-up Michael Chiarello; star of ESPN 2’s Sports Nation 
and ESPN Radio host Colin Cowherd; X-Games and Daily 10 Host Sal 
Masekela; and the stars of VH-1’s Tough Love, Steve and JoAnn Ward.   In 
general, he helps his clients find jobs and negotiates their contracts. 

 

What does it take to achieve a successful career in the entertainment industry?  “Develop a passion for 
learning.  That never ends.  And once one makes the decision to get into the entertainment business, almost 
everyone has to find their way to Los Angeles or New York.  Usually broke and with no job, but that’s how 
the story starts…” 

 

Andy attended Lincoln and Washington Elementary Schools (but says he “bleeds Washington red”).  While 
attending Sault High, Andy set numerous swimming records and, after graduating from Sault High in 1989, 
moved on to the University of Michigan on a swimming scholarship.  He graduated from UM with a B.A. in 
English Literature and Communications.    Although Andy left Ann Arbor for sunny California, he’s still an 
avid UM football fan and never misses a game.  He even travels back to Ann Arbor yearly to catch a game 
at The Big House. 

 

Although Andy now calls Santa Clarita, California his home he can’t forget his days at Sault High.  “I 
remember so many good times, particularly with my friends and 
coaches on the swim team.  Chuck Herring was my swim coach and 
I’ll be forever grateful to him.”  Andy also reminisces about his 
friends in his “horrible band Slow Shock which received a firm 
third place finish (in a field of three bands) in the 1988 ‘Battle of 
the Bands’.” 

 

“Generally, I’m appreciative of the excellent environment where I 
could learn and grow.  I don’t think I appreciated it at the time, but I 
do now.  It was a great foundation for everything I now do and 
aspire to do.” 

 

Andy lives in Santa Clarita, California with his beautiful wife Tara, 
his two awesome step-children Cole and Riley, and their energetic 2 
year old son Tate.  Andy can be followed on Twitter @andystubs. 
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Pictured above (left to right) are the Sault Area High School and Malcolm High School Eastern Upper 
Peninsula Recipients.  Each student listed above has at least a 3.30 GPA or above and minimally a 24 or above 
on the ACT Exam. The students, along with other EUP Principals’ Recipients, will be recognized at a special 
luncheon at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island on May 23, 2013. 

Not pictured: Wynter Cannatelli, Roopa Chander, Kelsi Moher, Adriana Schuurhuis and Courtney Shier 

FIRST ROW: Ashley Flickinger, Abigael Lucas, Kelsey Justin, Hannah Gabbard, Stephanie Colvin, Anna 
Olson, Katlyn Moran, Kali Brosco, Logan Methner 

SECOND ROW: Emma Harrington, Danika Martinchek, Maxwell Knight, Katie Nicholls, Alaina Grenier, 
MacKenzie Gimpel, Alex Crimin, Lisa Casselman, Brenna Dorrity 

THIRD ROW: Miranda Bunker, Deepa Chander, Sara Kelso, Russell Lipponen, Treyce Sanderson, Isaiah 
LeBlanc, Alexix MacArthur, Jessica Swailes, Melissa Zenker, Thomas Mendoskin, 

FOURTH ROW: Mrs. Jo Anne Lussier, Conner Langendorf, Bret Weber, Brandon LaJoie, Lucas Frazier, Mr. 
John Sherry, Joshua Scott, Mr. Carl McCready, Wade Leppien, Nathaniel Ernst, Matthew Randazzo, Diego 
Wilhelms, Zachary Johnson, Mrs. Heidi Homeister 

 

E.U.P. Principals’ Award Recipients 

 “Roots” is a group of Malcolm High School students 
involved in maintenance, upkeep, and projects associated 
with the greenhouse. Roots have paired themselves with 
the LSSU Business group Enactus.  

 Enactus is a global non-profit community of student, 
academic, and business leaders committed to using the 
power of entrepreneurial action to transform lives. The 
long term goal of Roots is to supplement the lunch 
program with more nutritious options and offer fresh 
flowers and produce to members of the community.  

 The current project Roots is working on is Mother’s 
Day flowers. The students have planted flowers in 
preparation for a Mother’s Day bouquet and potted plant 
sale. Mother’s day is Sunday, May 12th and the flowers 
will be delivered on Friday, May 10th. Roots will be distributing more information about the sale during 
April.  

Pictured: Taylor LaCoy and Andrea Voss digging right in and planting seeds for the Mother’s Day Sale 

Malcolm High “Roots” 
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Regional Social Studies Fair Winners 

Individual Exhibit: 

2nd place – Taylor Atkinson – The Soo Locks 

3rd place – Allyson Burke – The Great Chicago Fire 

 

Group Exhibit: 

1st place – Kayla Andary & Kristin Laprade – The Diary 
of Anne Frank 

2nd place – Lindsey Johnson & Jaylenn Vert – The Living 
Library of Alexandria 

 

Individual Website: 

2nd place – Haley Alaspa -  Bombing of Pearl Harbor 

 

Group Website: 

1st place – Alex Johnson & Bobby Eitrem – Atomic 
Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

2nd place – Emma Horton & Journey Gleason – The 
Great Chicago Fire 

 

Individual Performance: 

1st place – Victoria Vining – The Flapper Era 

Group Performance: 

1st place – Lydia Gilbert, Brittany Ruprecht & Shaina 
Sauro – Fat Man and Little Boy 

 

Paper: 

1st place – Maddison Picotte – Assistance Act of 1975 

2nd place – Tori Gamelin – Marie Taglioni 

3rd place – Ryan Sanderson – General George Washing-
ton 

 

Documentary: 

1st place – Sydney Rechner & Kaela Markstrom – Apollo 
11 

2nd place – Bob Falkenhagen, Darren Langendorf & Ben 
Reattoir – Fred Bear 

3rd place – Conner Tetzlaff, Jacob Hotlen, Jacob Parr & 
Anthony Anasazi – The Beatles 

 

 

Below are the results from the Regional Social Studies Fair at LSSU that took place on January 31, 2013. 
These students have now qualified for the State competition at Saginaw Valley State University at the end of 
April.  Our students took the majority of the awards given in the Junior Division for the region!  
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Automotive Trip to the Motor City 
Thirty-four Sault Area Career Center Automotive Students recently took a three-day trip to Detroit, Michigan 
to participate in a variety of activities to promote career exploration of their program area. The instructor, Mr. 
Tim Strader, takes this 
trip with his students 
each year. 

The students were able 
to participate in 
Education Day at the 
Autorama in Detroit 
and were able to meet 
Mr. Chip Foose, a top 
custom vehicle designer 
and other legends from 
the National Hot Rod 
Association (NHRA).  
The students were able 
to see up close the 
amazing vehicles on 
display, talk with a 
variety of individuals in 
the field, and ask 
questions. Students and 
chaperones were also 
treated to a visit to the 
Henry Ford Museum.  The tour was fantastic and one highlight that the students were most intrigued by was 
the famous bus that Rosa Parks made her historic stand on.  The historic museum was a once in a lifetime stop 
for many of the students. 

This annual trip is made possible by several fundraising efforts of the students.  The popularity of the class 
only enhances the popularity of the field trip that students and staff look forward to each year. 


